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Free-space laser communication system is one of the promising systems for the future space
inter-satellite communications network. The laser communication system offers many advantages,
which are high data rate, small sized equipment, low consumption electric power and others. National
Space Development Agency of Japan (NASDA) has been developing OICETS in order to establish the
optical inter satellite communication link in orbit. The experiments will be performed with the
European geostationary satellite, ARTEMIS. This paper describes the present status of OICETS and
the in-orbit experiment plan. OICETS is in the final performance test phase and will be ready for
launch.
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