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Abstract

developed and much improved in a last decade. The developed algorithms have been
successfully applied to satellite microwave radiometer measurements, particularly to
SSM/I. Some issues, however, have been pointed out regarding microwave remote
sensing of cloud and precipitation. One of the most important but difficult issues is
the beam filling error due to wide field of view. Another one is vertical profile of
clouds although it has not been paid much attention. Physical retrieval methods using
radiative transfer have become much popular in the microwave remote sensing.
Since complex refractive index of water and ice strongly depend on the temperature
in these spectral regions, radiative transfer calculation should take it into account.
The vertical profile of cloud liquid water content, as well as water vapor, cannot be
obtained in advance in the satellite data analysis. Therefore some errors occur from
the uncertainties in atmospheric profiles.

In this study some results lrom simulation of satellite remote sensing of clouds
are presented, focusing on the vertical profiles of clouds. Also reports will be
presented for results from a microvlave-infrared combined measurements from
ground surface. Based on these results, the possibility and effectivity of the
spaceborne lidar will be discussed for remote sensing of clouds.

Various techniques of microwave remote sensing of atmosphere have been
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Summary
' Vertical cloud distribution is important for microwave"remote
sensing of clouds because of temperarure dependency on the
complex refractive index of water.

' Lidar measurelnents may be useful and cornplementary to
microwave remote sensing of clouds.
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